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the first monthly shraddha. This is to mark the termination of the monthly ceremonies Afterwards the annual ceremony is performed on the anniversary of the death.
The ceremonies already described apply to Brahmins. The Sudras follow the same ritual to a certain extent, but there are these exceptions. The three chief guests are Brahmins, one of whom is the purohita. The feeding of these is not done on the spot, as they could not* eat food cooked by Sudras, so provisions are given to them which they take away and cook and eat by themselves. It is imperative that the very articles thus given be actually cooked and eaten by them. After the ceremonies have been duly performed in presence of the Brahmins, and when they have taken their departure, the Sudra karta sits down with the near relatives, who have been previously invited, to partake of a meal in honour of the dead. Although Sudras usually eat meat and fish at this meal, it is only the Vaishnavas who partake of flesh; the others make a point of having no meat whatever at this particular time.
These annual ceremonies, differing somewhat in form, are performed for both sexes by Hindus of every caste and sect. It is for the due performance of the funeral and annual ceremonies, that a Hindu longs so earnestly for a son. If a man dies having no male issue* his soul must suffer accordingly. If a man's wife bears him no son, he must either marry another wife or adopt a boy. The latter is usually done, and adoption has thus become an important institution amongst Hindus.
In addition to the ordinary shraddhas, when opportunity offers and there is the ability to take advantage of them, extra shraddhas are performed at sacred rivers and at such holy places as Eam6shvaram, Srirangam, Kum-bakonam and other places in the south; and at Ben&res, Allahabad, Gay& and other places in the north; but for 29